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AGENDA

Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence and notification of substitute members
Members' Interests

To receive from Members any declarations of interest and of any political whip
in relation to any agenda item.

Chairman's Announcements and Communications

To receive any announcements from the Chairman and any matters of
communication.

Minutes

To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Sustainable
Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 10 April 2014 and to
note actions taken since that meeting.

Petitions

To receive petitions from members of the public in accordance with the Public
Participation Procedure as set out in Annex 2 of Part A4 of the Constitution.

Questions, Statements or Deputations

To receive any questions, statements or deputations from members of the
public in accordance with the Public Participation Procedure as set out in
Annex 1 of part A4 of the Constitution.

Call-In

To consider any decision of the Executive referred to this Committee for
review in accordance with Procedure Rule 10.10 of Part D2.

Requested Items

To consider any items referred to the Committee at the request of a Member
under Procedure Rule 3.1 of Part D2 of the Constitution.



Item

10

11

REPORTS

Subject Page Nos.

*

Executive Member Update

To receive a verbal update from the Executive Members
on matters pertaining to their portfolio.

Potton Road Development Brief *11-92
To consider proposals contained within the draft

development brief for land at Potton Road, Biggleswade

and responses to public consultation and provide

comments to the Executive.

Work Programme and Executive Forward Plan * 93-98

To consider the currently drafted Committee work
programme and Executive Forward Plan.
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CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

At a meeting of the SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY
COMMITTEE held in Council Chamber, Priory House, Monks Walk, Shefford on

Thursday, 10 April 2014.

PRESENT

Clir D McVicar (Chairman)
Clir A R Bastable (Vice-Chairman)

Clirs K M Collins
Ms A MW Graham
R W Johnstone
K C Matthews
Members in Attendance: Clirs P N Aldis
| Dalgarno

C C Gomm
D Jones
B J Spurr

B Wells

J N Young

Officers in Attendance: Mr M Coiffait
Mr | Finnigan

Mr R Fox

Mr P Keates
Mr S Mooring
Mr J Partridge

Ms S Templeman
Ms S Wileman

SCOSC/13/122 Members' Interests

None

Clirs T Nicols

B Saunders
P Williams

Deputy Executive
Members for Sustainable
Communities - Services

Executive Member for
Sustainable
Communities - Services
Deputy Executive
Member for Sustainable
Communities - Services
Executive Member for
Sustainable
Communities - Strategic
Planning and Economic
Development

Community Services Director
Senior Engineer - Policy and Flood
Risk Management

Head of Development Planning
and Housing Strategy

Building Control Manager
Environmental Policy Manager
Scrutiny Policy Adviser

Senior Finance Manager

Service Development Manager
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Chairman's Announcements and Communications

The Chairman informed the Committee that we would invite the Executive
Members to provide a verbal update on activity within their area. This item
needed to be considered as a matter of urgency due to the need to ensure
that Members were aware of key relevant issue occurring within Council
services.

The Chairman also advised Members that items 11 and 12 would be
considered before items 9 and ten and reminded Members of the Special
OSC meeting on 12 May 2014 to consider the draft Development Strategy.
In response Councillor Nicols commented on his disappointment regarding
the amount of notice that had been provided to Members of the Special
meeting and the inconvenience that this caused. The Executive Member
responded that a special was necessary to coincide with a meeting with
colleagues in Luton and the Executive meeting at the end of May.

Minutes

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Sustainable

Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 27 February

2014 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Petitions

None

Questions, Statements or Deputations

None

Call-In

None

Requested Items

None

Executive Member Update

The Executive Members provided the Committee with a verbal update on

several issues, which were discussed as follows:-
Machinery that Amey proposed to use in order to fix potholes that would
be quicker than the current methods. The Executive Member confirmed
that the waste material generated by the process would be cleared when
the pothole, which would be self-sealing, was remedied. The success

rate of this process was beyond a year although it was a quick repair that
would predominantly be used to fix smaller rural potholes.
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The public enquiry into the Woodside Link had concluded, the
independent inspector had three months within which to consider making
a recommendation to the Secretary of State.

A judicial review had been lodged by Luton Borough Council in relation to
the decision of the Secretary of State not to call-in the decision to
develop Land North of Houghton Regis, despite correspondence
outlining the ways in which a judicial review would not succeed. In
response Members discussed the duty to co-operate between Central
Bedfordshire and Luton Borough Councils that had been introduced in
the Localism Act. It was stated that the Council had gone to
considerable lengths to engage and co-operate with Luton Borough
Council in relation to planning proposals.

A programme for grass cutting and weed spraying would be confirmed by
ClIr Spurr within the next week.

SCOSC/13/130 Q3 budget monitoring

SCOSC/13/131

The Senior Financial Advisor presented an overview of the capital and
revenue budget monitoring information for the Regeneration and Business
Support and Community Services Directorates for Quarter 3 prior to a recent
restructure. The Committee were advised that the forecast capital variance
should have read £1,663k (Regeneration and Business Support Services)
and £9,383k (Community Services).

Members raised concerns regarding the delay in spending the Community
Services Capital Budget, particularly in light of the variance in leisure
services, which was a result of delays at Saxon, Sandy and Houghton Regis
Leisure Centres. The Director for Community Services confirmed there was
a comprehensive plan in place to develop leisure centre projects so that the
directorate could bring capital spend back on budget. In response the
Committee commented that whilst it was understandable that other schemes
could not always be promoted, as soon as the Council was aware of a major
underspend it should be considered whether an alternative desirable project
could be brought forward.

NOTED the presentation
Q3 Performance Monitoring

The Committee received the quarterly performance monitoring information
for the Regeneration and Business Support Service and Community
Services Directorates. An update to the report was also circulated to
Members in relation to EAMTP, containing information that had previously
been omitted in error.

In particular the Director for Community Services highlighted concerns in
relation to performance on serious acquisitive crime due to an increase in
domestic burglary and theft of and from vehicles. As Chairman of the
Community Safety Partnership (CSP) the Director had requested the
development of a detailed action plan to determine the additional work that
could be commissioned to improve performance within Central Bedfordshire.
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In response Members commented on the importance of focusing on the rise
in serious acquisitive crime within Central Bedfordshire as the overall picture
for Bedfordshire had improved. It was important that the profiled of the CSP
was raised to support their role in developing a solution to resolve
performance in this are, which included making it clear what the CSP was
responsible for. In addition Clir Spurr highlighted that questions had been
raised with the Police and Crime Commissioner asking what could be done
to make this a priority for the police within the Central Bedfordshire area.

In relation to a question from a Member it was commented that the
Community Services directorate had officers on the Troubled Families Board
to seek to address issues of Anti-Social Behaviour that related to particular
families so that resources could be targeted appropriately.

NOTED the report
Local Flood Risk Management Strategy

The Senior Engineer (Flood Risk Management) introduced a report and
presentation that set out the responsibility of the Council to develop a Local
Flood Risk Management Strategy. The Committee were advised of the
objectives of the strategy, the consultation that had been undertaken to date
and the associated action plan. Clir Spurr also highlighted the benefit of
employing consultants in order to move forward with the development of the
Strategy. Officers were also thanked for their hard work in developing the
proposals, which outlined solutions that would help the Council to achieve
improved outcomes.

In light of the report and presentation the Committee discussed the following

issues in detail:-
Whether developers could proceed with a development if sufficient
mitigations had not been put in place to address flood risk. It was
conformed that the Council could apply appropriate conditions to
development such that the risk of flooding was mitigated and developers
could appeal if they felt these were inappropriate. A SuDS Approval
Body (SAB) would be helpful in this regard although it was not envisaged
this would be in operation before October 2014.
Concerns that the report needed to be more detailed and should reflect
the positive nature and technical expertise of the local Internal Drainage
Board (IDB) and ensure that information was shared appropriately.
There was also a need to more appropriately define flooding to ensure
there was a clear understanding of what actually constituted a flood. In
response it was confirmed that close links were maintained with the IDB
and Environment Agency and information was shared regularly.
The need to refer within the Strategy to statutory controls, such as the
exclusion zone around ditches. The Committee were advised that the
action plan referred to proposals to introduce byelaws that would provide
statutory controls to ensure appropriate and planned maintenance of
ditches, potentially throughout the year.
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Concerns that £60k capital allocation for the Strategy was not sufficient
and that no potential funding sources had been identified in the action
plan. In response officers clarified that the £60k was a rolling capital
budget that was allocated to schemes as they arose. Grant funding had
also been received from Defra, which had been saved over the previous
three years in order to respond to the duties arising from the Flood and
Water Management Act. Defra also provided additional funding and an
opportunity for properties to bid for property protection grants (up to £5k).
Whether Central Bedfordshire being a low risk flood area was likely to
affect the level of funding that could be obtained. In response officers
suggested this shouldn’t be an issue, officers would consider the
hypothetical impact of a major incident in a high risk flood area in Central
Bedfordshire to determine the level of funding that was necessary.
Concerns that the views of Town and Parish Councils may have changed
in light of the recent floods, which would have provided a different
consultation responses. ClIr Spurr invited Town and Parish Council to
advise the Council of their views if they had changed following their initial
consultation response.

RECOMMENDED to Executive that the Local Flood Risk Management
Strategy and associated action plan be approved as the Council’s
working strategy to manage local flood risk in Central Bedfordshire

Planning Guidance on Solar Farm Development

The Executive Member and the Environmental Policy Manager introduced a
report that set out recommended technical guidance on the development of
solar farms in Central Bedfordshire. The Committee were also advised of
the range of aspects that were proposed for consideration during the
consideration of a planning application for any potential solar farms in
addition to the next steps for the document following its consideration by the
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

In light of the report the Committee discussed the following issues in detail:-
Whether consultants had been employed to draft the technical guidance
or if they would be used to provide advice in the future. Officers clarified
that consultants had not been used to draft the guidance but that the
Council’'s own expert officers had been heavily involved. If necessary
could be used in the future to advise on issues such as glint, glare and
noise in relation to specific planning applications.

Whether it was appropriate to freeze the classification of agricultural land
in Central Bedfordshire as due to the impact of climate change it was
likely that land quality would change over time. In response officers
stated that the quality of the land would be reviewed regularly

Whether solar farms would be precluded in areas that were deemed to
be ‘sensitive’ and whether the document was guidance or an obligation.
In response ClIr Young commented that the guidance would be reviewed
alongside the draft Development Strategy so that it could become a
supplementary planning document (SPD), which would carry more
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weight. If the document became an SPD it would still not outweigh a
policy within an adopted plan, so would not be an obligation.

Concerns regarding specific references to Marston Vale and Cranfield. It
was clarified by officers that the guidance referred to appropriate
locations, which in this context were on an elevated plateau that could be
screened effectively. All individual applications would be considered on
their own merits.

References to the area at Whitsondoles should be reviewed as this was
located outside of Central Bedfordshire.

RECOMMENDED to Executive that the solar farm guidance be adopted
as technical guidance for development management purposes.

SCOSC/13/134 Work Programme and Executive Forward Plan

The Committee received its current draft work programme for 2014/15 and
noted the following amendments:-
The addition of a Special meeting on 12 May to receive the draft
Development Strategy and Plan Making Programme.
Presentation on SEMLEP to be considered on 19 June 2014
Report on the revised Planning Obligations Strategy to be considered on
19 June 2014
Report on Local Development Order for the Woodside Industrial Estate
to be removed

In addition the Committee agreed to add a new item relating to the
resources available to deliver enforcement in waste management so that
Members could better understand the resources that were available to
resolve issues relating to fly-tipping.

RECOMMENDED that the work programme be approved subject to the
amendments detailed above.

(Note: The meeting commenced at 10.00 a.m. and concluded at 11.54
a.m.)
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Meeting: Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Date: 08 May 2014

Subject: Development Brief — Land at Potton Road, Biggleswade

Report of: Clir Nigel Young, Executive Member Sustainable Communities;
Strategic Planning and Economic Development

Summary: The report outlines the proposals contained within the draft development
brief for land at Potton Road, Biggleswade and outlines where changes
have been made in response to public consultation. It further
recommends that the Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny
Committee endorse the development brief and that Executive adopt it as
technical guidance for Development Management purposes.

Advising Officer: Jason Longhurst, Director of Regeneration and Business
Support

Contact Officer: Carry Murphy, Principal Planning Officer, Local Planning and
Housing Team

Public/Exempt: Public

Wards Affected: Biggleswade

Function of: Council

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS

Council Priorities:

1. The development brief will deliver against two of the Council’s key priorities:

« Enhancing Central Bedfordshire — creating jobs, managing growth,
protecting our countryside and enabling businesses to grow.

» Better infrastructure — improved roads, broadband reach and transport.
Financial:

2. The creation of the development brief will not represent a financial burden on
the Council. Many of the costs for creating the development brief have been
borne by the promoters. Furthermore, a Planning Performance Agreement
(PPA), a collaborative project management tool, has been entered into with
the Planning Division which has secured funding for the administration and
supervision of the development brief and subsequent determination of any
future planning applications.

Legal:

3. Once adopted as technical guidance the development brief will constitute a
material planning consideration to be taken into account when determining
applications made in respect of the site.
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Risk Management:

4. Policy HA1 of the adopted Site Allocations DPD allocates this land for
development and makes clear the requirement for the production of a
development brief for the site. The policy and development brief together set
the requirements for the development and a framework within which future
planning decisions will be made. A failure to endorse the development brief
and determine any subsequent planning applications in accordance with the
agreed PPA timelines may result in the Council being forced to pay back a
meaning proportion of the monies secured through the PPA.

5. An adopted development brief will give more certainty to the development
management process, although there are still risks associated with this
separate statutory stage such as securing adequate planning obligations to
meet the needs of the development and a failure to meet the public’'s
expectations of the development.

Staffing (including Trades Unions):
6. Not Applicable.
Equalities/Human Rights:

7. Central Bedfordshire Council has a statutory duty to promote equality of
opportunity, eliminate unlawful discrimination. The Equality Impact
assessment (EIA) that was undertaken for the Site Allocations DPD
highlighted the need for:

- The delivery of housing and employment in towns and villages throughout
the north of Central Bedfordshire.

- The selection of housing sites on the basis that that future residents live in
locations close to services and public transport routes.

- Provision of land for community facilities.

8. The EIA concluded that the emphasis placed on ensuring that developments
are allocated within sustainable locations and ensuring that residents are able
to access employment opportunities, facilities and services to meet their
everyday needs should help to ensure a positive impact for all sections of the
community. Sections 25-30 of this report highlights the key design principles
development brief, many of which will address key equality issues such as
affordable housing and Lifetime Homes.

Public Health

9. The Council needs to ensure that it complies with its duties to promote access
to green space, encourage sustainable transport and ensure that the built
environment maximises opportunities for physical activity. This in turn will help
the Council to improve outcomes for health and wellbeing. The development
brief requires new or improved facilities and which will allow people to use
sustainable modes of transport as well as on-site provision of additional open
space, which will contribute to health and wellbeing.

Community Safety:

10. The Council needs to ensure that it complies with its statutory duties under
Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act and as such the development brief
refers to compliance with the Central Bedfordshire Design Guide which
includes criteria set down for community safety.
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Sustainability:

11.  Biggleswade is the largest town in Central Bedfordshire (North) area. Within the
Core Strategy and Development Management Policies Development Plan
Document (DPD) for Central Bedfordshire (North), Biggleswade has been
identified as a major service centre with good road and rail connections capable
of accommodating additional housing and employment provision. The
proposed development would also contribute toward the vitality and viability of
local facilities thereby reducing the need to travel. The Site Allocations DPD
has also been the subject of a Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic
Environmental Assessment.

Procurement:

12. Not applicable.

RECOMMENDATION(S):
The Committee is asked to:-

1. To endorse the development brief and recommend to Executive that it be
adopted as technical guidance for Development Management purposes.

Purpose of the Development Brief

13.  The draft development brief (Appendix A) provides the background and policy
context for this site and its allocation for residential development. It also sets out
the aims for the development identifying the particular constraints and
opportunities of the site and confirms the range of technical work which any
planning application must address.

14.  The brief is a high level document whose purpose is to set out general
principles; the more concentrated and detailed work is a matter to be
addressed at the planning application stages. Nevertheless, it does provide a
mechanism through which members of the public and other interested parties
can have a greater involvement in the development of proposals for the site
and provide some certainty as to the future development of the site. Once
approved, the brief will act as Development Management guidance and any
future planning applications will be considered against the background of the
adopted brief.

Background

15. Biggleswade is classified in planning terms as a ‘major service centre’. It has
grown steadily over a number of years in terms of housing, jobs and services.

16. In November 2009, the Council adopted the Core Strategy and Development
Management DPD following an Examination in Public. The Core Strategy
required the delivery of at least 17,950 new homes between 2001 and 2026
with 5,000 new homes required in addition to those already committed. Of
these 5,000, the Core Strategy stated that 250-500 homes should be provided
in Biggleswade (Policy CS5: Providing Homes).

17. In April 2011, the Council formally adopted the Site Allocations DPD following a
public examination. Two sites were allocated for residential development in
Biggleswade providing for a total of 373 dwellings. Policy HA1 allocates the land
at Potton Road for a minimum of 330 dwellings. This is, therefore, an important
site in helping the Council meet its future housing requirements.



18.

19.

20.

Agenda Item 10
Page 14

Policy HA1 states that development on the site will be subject to a number of
requirements. A full list of these requirements is set out on page 12 of the
development brief and is covered in more detail below. There is also an
obligation for a development brief to be prepared to help inform subsequent
planning applications and guide the development.

Since late 2013 Council officers, from a wide range of service areas, have been
working in partnership with the developers for the site, on the preparation of a
development brief for this site. Council Officers and the developers have also
met with the representatives of the Biggleswade Town Council on two
occasions. This work has explored the local and site specific issues to inform
the development brief.

A planning performance agreement (PPA) has been entered into between the
Council and the landowners/promoter. The agreement identifies a shared vision
and identifies key milestones and timescales for the delivery of a planning
decision by both the Council and the developer. Whilst it offers project
management certainty, this does not mean a favourable planning application
outcome is guaranteed.

The Development Brief

21.

22.

23.

24.

Land west of Potton Road, Biggleswade comprises of an 11 hectare site located
on the north-western side of Potton Road (B1040), immediately north east of the
town. Location plans and aerial photographs are shown in the draft brief.

The site may be described as a trapezium shaped parcel of land which is
generally level in topography terms. There are two existing gated vehicular
access points from Potton Road. The site comprises a derelict plant nursery
adjacent to the short eastern boundary with a group of greenhouses. The
remainder of the land is in arable use with further open farmland to the north.
There are some mature trees and hedgerows to the northern and to the south-
western section of the Potton Road frontage. The western boundary is
predominantly open.

The site abuts some residential properties which will need careful regard when
designing a layout scheme. These are:

* Along the south west boundary set centrally within the development
site’s Potton Road frontage, but excluded from it, a small group of three
detached bungalows; and

» To the front of the derelict nursery but excluded from the development
sites is a pair of semi-detached houses.

* Immediately to the south-west of the site is a wider area of suburban
housing estates.

Opposite the development site is an urban extension under construction for
some 2,000 dwellings referred to as ‘land east of Biggleswade’. Edward Peake
Middle School and Potton Hospital are also located off Potton Road (east side)
and in close proximity to the site.
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The brief sets out a number of design principles under Section 6
‘Opportunities’ and Section 7 ‘Proposals and Visions For The Site’ to which
any development proposals will need to adhere. In particular, the amount and
type of development envisaged as well as the mix and type of dwellings
(including particular needs such as affordable housing), scale, massing,
drainage, landscape and open space requirements will need to be carefully
considered.

Given the site’s location, the brief aims to ensure that quality design is
achieved throughout the development, providing a clear sense of place that
enhances and integrates successfully with the surrounding development to the
south and open countryside to the north, east and west.

In response to addressing these issues any layout scheme the development
will need to take account of the site’s constraints and opportunities associated
with the site together with other relevant urban design principles set out in the
Council Design Guide, for examples the street hierarchy and parking. An
opportunities plan has therefore been prepared and is shown in figure 6.10f
the brief.

The brief is explicit in setting out the Council’s specific requirements for access
and connectivity both within and immediately surrounding the site in accordance
with policy HA1. These cover the timing of the development in relation to the
completion of the relief road to the east of Biggleswade and roundabout at
Potton Road. An assessment will also need to be undertaken into the impact of
additional traffic on the B1040 Potton Road and A1/A6001 roundabout and Sun
Street, and a satisfactory resolution on the impact of additional traffic on the A1
roundabouts and on the roads within the town. The extent of physical mitigation
works or financial contributions to address these impacts will need to be
determined and considered as part of any future planning application.

There are also opportunities to improve and enhance connections into, out from
and around the site. These routes will connect to existing roads and footpaths
including the proposed Biggleswade Green Wheel. This will promote more
sustainable means of travel to other areas of the town and countryside.

The brief sets out the Council’s likely requirements for developer contributions
in line with the adopted Planning Obligations Strategy. These also cover
contributions to improvements of key projects in the town such as the town
centre redevelopment proposals and Biggleswade Common.

Consultation and Changes in response to feedback

31.

32.

A public consultation on the draft development brief was held from 13" March
to 9™ April 2014. The consultation exercise was advertised through a variety of
media in accordance with established procedures. Letters to statutory
consultees were sent as well as over 1,000 letters to residents living in the
vicinity of the site. Copies of the document were made available to view on the
Council’s website and at the Council’s offices, Biggleswade Library and
Biggleswade Town Council offices. A questionnaire was available to complete
and submit via post or on-line. Added to this, a public exhibition was held on
13" March at the Town Council’s buildings. This was attended by
representatives of the developers as wells as Council officers. Approximately
85 people attended the exhibition.

A total of 35 survey responses were received along with a further 12 written
responses. Formal comments have been submitted by the Town Council,
Highways Agency, English Heritage, Environment Agency, Anglian Water,
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Health and Safety Executive and Natural England. The feedback in these
responses has been analysed and a detailed response has been provided in
the consultation statement Appendix B.

A number of comments received have been about the principle of development
itself and in the context of Biggleswade being able to absorb further
development. Other responses include comments on the issues residents
perceive to have a bearing on the development and their personal aspirations
for the site. Adopted planning policies will prevail and therefore comments
which relate to dwelling numbers, mix and tenure, are not pertinent. They are
also not salient to informing the development brief given its purpose is to
identify key principles for the site, opportunities and constraints and are
therefore more relevant to any subsequent planning application.

A summary of other comments received of relevance to the development itself
are as follows:

a) Access arrangements to and from the site.

b) Concerns about safety and additional traffic around the school.
c) Impact of additional traffic on Potton Road and wider network.
d) Amenity impact for existing neighbouring properties.

)

Issues about open space and connectivity.
f) Need for adequate parking and road design.

g) Potential impacts and loss of Rights of Way and Bridleways on the site’s
boundaries.

h) Impacts on the natural environment — loss of trees/hedgerows, wildlife
affected.

i) Integration with the existing neighbourhood and rest of town.

j) Impact on local facilities/services and need for improvements to address
this.

A table is included in Appendix B which summarises the main comments
received during the consultation, each with a response explaining how each
issue will be addressed, and a column showing changes to the brief where
necessary. The main issues identified above were responded to as follows:

a) The safest method of access to the site will be considered in consultation
with the CBC Highways Officers through the Transport Assessment. This
was already stated in the Brief so no change was proposed.

b) Discussions are to be arranged with Edward Peake School to ensure that
they are satisfied with the proposed arrangements for access to the
development site. In addition to this text was added to section 2.3.1 of the
brief to confirm that Edward Peake School would retain their crossing
point.

c) A full Transport Assessment to CBC’s satisfaction will be accompanying
the planning application. The Transport Assessment is being prepared
within a scope agreed with CBC, including consideration of contentious
junctions within the town and assessment of impact on the Eastern Relief
Road. Section 7.8 was added to the brief to confirm that this development
would not come forward without completion of the Eastern Relief Road.

d) Text was added to Section 2.3.1 to reference the need to regard
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relationships with existing properties.

Some comments were made about the location of open spaces,

suggesting that a more holistic approach with linked open spaces would
be preferable as it would form a green corridor for residents and wildlife.
This has been noted for consideration in the planning application stage.

Many comments concerned the quality of design, in particular road design
and provision of adequate parking. The reference to the CBC Design
Guide in the brief was updated to reflect that the Design Guide has now
been adopted.

Text was added to section 6.7 to confirm that the existing footpath and
bridleway to the west and north respectively would be retained and
improved. It was also confirmed that the view from the bridleway and
footpath would be considered.

Text was added to section 7.4 to confirm that existing hedgerows would
be retained and enhanced. The brief already stated that full Ecological
surveys would be undertaken and submitted at Planning Application
stage, so no change was proposed.

Comments were made in relation to the integration of the site in to the
surrounding rural area and the need for high-quality design. The brief
already stated that a full Landscape Visual Impact Assessment would be
undertaken and that the development would take account of the Design
Guide so no change to the brief was proposed.

The brief already had a section on potential Section 106 contributions, so
no change was proposed in response to the comments about pressure on
facilities.

Some comments of a technical nature have also been received and are largely
concerned with clarification being made to the brief on the requirements of the
development.

The proposed changes to the draft development brief have been highlighted in
Appendix A.

Conclusion and Next Steps

38.

Appendices:

Full consideration has been afforded to the consultation exercise and, where
appropriate, amendments have been made to the draft brief. As a technical
document, the development brief has followed due process and is fit for
development management purposes.

Appendix A — Draft development brief incorporating proposed changes

Appendix B — Draft Statement of Community Involvement and consultation results

Background papers and their location:

Core Strategy and Development Management Policies DPD

Site Allocations Development Plan Document

Location of papers: Priory House, Chicksands
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INTRODUCTION

Background
This document is a Statement of Community Involvement. It has been written in accordance with

Central Bedfordshire Council’s guidelines, these guidelines are provided in Central Bedfordshire
Council’s Statement of Community Involvement, adopted in October 2012.

This statement details the public consultation undertaken during the production of the draft
development brief for the land north of Potton Road in Biggleswade.

The developers for the site are proposed to be Bellway Homes and Bloor Homes. The development
brief has been written by these developers in conjunction with Central Bedfordshire Council.

Policy Background

Policy HA1 in the Site allocations and Development Plan Document designated the Potton Road site
for residential development. One of the requirements of this policy was that a development brief be
produced to guide the development of the site. This policy allocated the 11 hectare site for
residential development providing a minimum of 330 dwellings.

Paragraph 155 of the National Planning Policy Framework states:

‘Early and meaningful engagement and collaboration with neighbours, local organisations and
businesses is essential. A wide section of the community should be proactively engaged, so that local
plans, as far as possible, reflect a collective vision a set of agreed priorities for the sustainable
development of the area ....".

Paragraphs 188-191 also note the participation of other consenting bodies in pre-application
discussions should enable early consideration of all the fundamental issues relating to whether a
particular development will be acceptable in principle and the guidance notes Local Planning
Authorities have a key role to play in encouraging other parties to take maximum advantage of the
pre-application stage, which can improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application
system for all parties.

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Local Authorities to prepare a Statement of
Community Involvement. Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) adopted their Statement of Community
Involvement (SCI) in October 2012. This SCI sets out four key ways the Council would wish to see the
Community engaged on major applications (para 6.11):

e “Developers or landowners take a key role in this [public consultation] as part of their
obligation to the local community;

e Consultation carried out at the earliest stage of the application process with local people to
explore their reactions and optimise potential community benefits as part of the development;

e  Extra effort made to engage with hard to reach groups;

e  Exhibitions and/or workshops being held to involve people in a non confrontational way, if
appropriate.”
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CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN

Outline

Bellway Homes and Bloor Homes prepared the draft development brief whilst working alongside
Central Bedfordshire Council. The consultation which took place during the production of this brief is
detailed in the following sections.

Early Engagement with Biggleswade Town Council

Two meetings were held with Biggleswade Town Council prior to the production of the development
brief, these were attended by representatives from the developer’s side and also Central
Bedfordshire Council Officers. The first meeting was held on Tuesday 14th January and the second on
Wednesday 26" February.

These meetings were arranged to give the Town Council the opportunity to highlight any issues which
they thought should be picked up by the brief. At the first meeting representatives from Bellway and
Bloor Homes gave a short presentation on their proposals for both the development brief and for the
planning application. This presentation was followed by a short discussion and a question and answer
session. The second meeting was a follow up to this. As the Town Council has responded this might
provide a succinct summary of the issues raised/discussed.

Following the public consultation another meeting was held between the developers, CBC Officers
and the Town Council. This was held on Thursday 24" April with the purpose of briefing the Town
Council on the results of the public consultation and discussing the proposed steps moving forward.

Formal Period of Consultation:

Once the brief had been agreed with Central Bedfordshire Council officers and gained delegated
approval via Members and the Assistant Director, it was put forward for public consultation. A four
week public consultation was arranged; it began on Thursday 13" March and concluded on
Wednesday 9th April.

The activities that this consultation involved are detailed below; however copies of the document and
guestionnaires were made available to the public online and in hard copy at selected locations
throughout this consultation period.

Letters to statutory consultees and residents

Statutory consultees, local Town and Parish Councils and the local ward members were sent letters
and emails prior to the formal period of public consultation. The letters informed them of the
upcoming public consultation and included details on the planned public exhibition.

A total of 1,996 letters were sent to residents to inform them of the consultation on the draft
development brief and invite them to the public exhibition.

Letters also provided contact details for the Local Planning team and gave details on where
documents could be viewed both online and in hard copy.

Questionnaire

A questionnaire was set up to allow the public to respond to the draft development brief. This
questionnaire could be completed online, or if it was completed as a hard copy it could be posted to a
freepost address or left at either Biggleswade Town Council or Biggleswade Library.
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The questionnaire was set out with questions on different sections of the brief to ensure that the
brief was being read in conjunction with the questionnaire. A copy of the questionnaire is provided in
Appendix A at the end of this report. Questions were asked on:

e  (Constraints identified in the brief;

e Opportunities identified in the brief;

e Housing, including integration with the countryside and range of types and sizes;
e Open space;

e  Access to the site;

e Planning contributions.

Media

The Biggleswade Advertiser included a piece on the consultation in its 12th March edition. A reporter
from the paper then attended the exhibition and produced a follow up piece in the 19th March
edition. Copies of these are provided in Appendix B at the end of this report.

Biggleswade Town Council included a piece on the consultation in the news section of their website
(Appendix C). This was supported by the exhibition material which was left at the Town Council
following the exhibition. The exhibition boards were left on display at Biggleswade Town Council’s
offices for a period of two weeks following the public consultation event and were then displayed at
Central Bedfordshire Council’s Chicksands offices. The exhibition boards are displayed in Appendix D.

The consultation and public exhibition were advertised by Central Bedfordshire Council using their
website and Twitter and Facebook social media platforms. In addition to this emails were sent to
residents who had signed up to receive alerts from the Council on these matters. Appendix E provides
examples of these.

Throughout the exhibition Central Bedfordshire Council had links to the draft Development Brief and
guestionnaire on their consultation and planning pages. This website was publicised in all the letters
and emails sent out, social media announcements and posters displayed around the site.

Posters

Prior to the public consultation, posters were put up around the development site. The posters
advertised the public exhibition, provided a web address for the online consultation page and stated
that material could also be viewed at Biggleswade Town Council, Biggleswade Library and Central
Bedfordshire Council’s Chicksands offices.

These posters were displayed in prominent public locations including; Biggleswade Library,
Biggleswade Town Council offices, the Post Office, ASDA, Sainsbury’s and three newsagents around
the town. On the day of the exhibition additional posters were put up in the streets around the Town
Council offices where the exhibition was being held. A copy of the poster is provided in Appendix F.

Public consultation event

On Thursday March 13th a public consultation event was held at Biggleswade Town Council’s offices.
This event was held between the hours of 14:00 and 20:00 to allow people to stop by if they were
visiting the town centre around lunchtime, or later on their way home from school and work. The
event set up half an hour early to give local ward members the opportunity to stop by beforehand.
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Throughout the exhibition representatives from the developer’s side and from Central Bedfordshire
Council were available to take questions and talk to the public, a transport consultant was also
present to address anticipated concerns over traffic.

Boards were set up to display the proposals and copies of the development brief and questionnaires
were available to either fill in at the event or take home. Tables and chairs were provided to allow
people to fill out their questionnaires at the event if they wished.

A total of 85 people were checked in, but it is thought that more people may have entered the
exhibition and chosen not to sign in. Prior to the public consultation event, some members of the
public had complained that not enough notice was given. Central Bedfordshire Council resolved to
monitor attendance and then put on another consultation event if deemed necessary. Since
attendance was high and all documents were available online, another event was not deemed
necessary.

The exhibition boards were displayed at the Town Council offices until 21* March when the space was
no longer available. They were then moved to Central Bedfordshire Council’s Chicksands offices and
displayed in the reception area for the remainder of the consultation. In addition to this an electronic
copy of the exhibition boards were loaded onto the consultation section of Central Bedfordshire
Council’s website. Therefore there was adequate opportunity to see the exhibition boards for those
not able to attend the event.

3. RESULTS OF CONSULTATION

3.1
3.11

3.1.2

3.13

3.2
3.21

3.2.2

Responses received

During the four week consultation period, a total of 35 questionnaires were completed. There was a
fairly even split between those completed online and those completed in hard copies. The hard
copies were picked up from Biggleswade Town Council (some on the day of the exhibition) and
received via the freepost address. Of the 35 respondents to the questionnaire, the vast majority
identified as residents of Biggleswade.

During analysis of the results it became clear that on the questions which were open to comments,
the comments made did not necessarily respond to the question asked. Therefore is was decided that
all comments should be considered against the brief as a whole, rather than considering each
comment in relation to the question it was written under.

An additional 12 representations were received by email or letter, including those from Statutory
Consultees.

Issues identified

All comments and questionnaire responses received have been summarised in table 1. This table
identifies the issues raised and includes a response to the query alongside any changes made to the
brief as a result.

In general the main issues raised within the questionnaire and written responses were:

Facilities: Concern was raised over increased pressure on Biggleswade’s services and facilities,
particularly the doctor’s surgery and schools.

Highways: Though the document did state that the development would not go ahead until the
Eastern Relief Road was completed, many people commented that it the development should not be
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allowed to go ahead until the Eastern Relief Road and associated roundabout was fully complete and
in use. A number of comments were also received concerning the impact of additional traffic on the
local road network including Potton Road, St John’s Street, Sun Street, Drove Road and London Road.

Access: A number of comments on access were received though there did not seem to be one
preferred method of access.

Pedestrian and cycle links: The development will retain and enhance the existing bridle path and

footpath which border the site. Some questionnaire respondents did not understand this and
commented about their loss or maintenance. Comments were made in favour of the proposed
pedestrian crossing point on Potton Road, though some were cautious about the impact that this
would have upon the school.

Wildlife: Particular reference was made to the potential presence of a Badger sett and Skylarks on site
by some respondents. The development brief did state that full ecological surveys would be
undertaken.

Rural nature of the area: The comments made on the site’s rural location in general disagreed with

the allocation of the site as a whole, something which is outside of the context of this brief. Some
respondents felt that the rural landscape would be negatively affected by the development, some of
these comments suggested that the respondents did not realise that existing hedgerows would be
retained and enhanced.

Impact on Edward Peake School: Some respondents were concerned that provision of a pedestrian

crossing on Potton Road would mean that Edward Peake School would loose the school crossing
patrol currently in place. One respondent suggested that the parking associated with the school drop-
off and pick-up periods should be considered within the context of the development.

Design: A large number of comments on design were received, especially in relation to parking
provision and road design. Repeatedly reference was made to the other new developments nearby
which respondents felt were poorly designed and ruined by on-street parking. Other comments
about design included concerns over density and comments about sizes and locations of play areas
and open space.

Housing type: A number of respondents felt that the number of homes on site should be reduced and
questions were also raised as to the proportions and locations of affordable housing.

Drainage: A small number of comments were received on drainage, with residents of bordering
estates concerned that their recent issues drainage and odour would return or be increased as a
result of the development.

Many comments were also received on issues outside of the scope of this brief including; provision of
litter bins in town, potential to ban HGVs from the town centre, signage for the Eastern Relief Road
and specific parking, taxi or road issues in the town centre.

More technical comments were made about the document itself, some of which did lead to changes
including the addition of a glossary, improved definition of public art and expansion of Figure 5.1.

A full breakdown of comments received is given alongside responses in table 1.
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3.3 Resulting changes to brief

3.3.1 The draft development brief was updated in response to the comments received during public
consultation. No major changes were made to the context but a list of abbreviations was added to the
end of the document and some points were clarified.

3.3.2  The tracked change document gives a detailed account of all changes made, however the main
changes were:

Addition of a list of abbreviations — this was in response to comments received regarding the

readability of the document and over-use of technical terms.

Small changes for consistency — this included ensuring that all figures given in the document were

given in metric measurements.

Integration with existing properties — text was added to the brief to confirm that the development

would need to have regard to relationships with existing properties on Potton Road. (Section 2.3.1)

Crossing point — reference was added to the school crossing point adjacent to Nursery Close,
confirming that this would unaffected by the development site. (Section 2.3.1)

Changes in policy —the policy section was updated to reflect the recent adoption of the Design Guide

and approval of the Leisure Strategy. (Section 4.1.0)

Traffic issues — Although the document already stated that a full Transport Assessment would
accompany any planning application, text was added to the document to state that this Transport
Assessment would include an assessment of impacts on the surrounding road network including Sun
Street, St John’s Street and the Al roundabout. (Section 5) (Reference to Construction Traffic
Management Plan and Noise Assessment also added to Section 8.1)

Access — text added to clarify requirements. (Section 7.4)

Infrastructure and facilities— text was added to confirm that the infrastructure needs of the

community would be met through discussions on the Section 106 package. (Section 6.6)

Existing bridle paths and footpaths — the opportunities section was updated to clarify that the existing

bridle path and footpath would be retained and improved and that views from them would also be
considered. (Section 6.7)

Affordable Housing — text was updated to state that the required percentage of affordable housing
was 35%. (Section 7.2)

Eastern Relief Road — an individual section on the Eastern Relief Road was added to make it clear that

the development would not come forward until the Eastern Relief Road had been completed. (Section
7.8)

Public Art — a definition of public art was added to the document in response to a comment asking
what it was. (Section 6.5)

4. CONCLUSION

4.1.1  This report has shown that considerable effort was made to engage with residents on this
development brief. The public consultation event was well advertised through media and posters
around the town, this led to a high attendance rate at the exhibition.
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4.1.2  Asshown by Table 1 the Development Brief has been updated where required, reflecting comments
made during consultation. There were many comments made which were either outside of the scope
of the brief, or will need to be instead picked up at Planning Application stage.

4.1.3  Moving forward, it is proposed that Edward Peake School be consulted on the proposals to address
the concerns raised by residents during the public consultation.

Tables and Appendices:

Table 1: Summary of Consultation Responses

Appendix A: Questionnaire

Appendix B: Articles from Biggleswade Advertiser

Appendix C: Biggleswade Town Council news page publicising event
Appendix D: Exhibition Boards

Appendix E: Central Bedfordshire Council publicity of event: (1) Consultations Page, (2) Planning Page, (3)
Online Survey, (4) Letter, (5) Reminder Email, (6) Twitter announcement, (7) Facebook announcement.

Appendix F: Poster displayed around town to advertise event
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3138111‘ ) Land pff Potton Road, | gaisrdshire
say... Bi ggleswade

The draft Potton Road Development Brief will become planning guidance for residential
development on the site in the future. The site has been allocated for a minimum of 330
dwellings. We would like to hear your views on the draft Development Brief.

Please review the draft Development Brief and provide your feedback by completing this
questionnaire by Wednesday 9th April 2014.

You can also complete this online at http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations

1. Are you responding as a:

Resident of Biggleswade

Resident of Central Bedfordshire
Local Business
Community/Voluntary Organisation
Town/Parish Council
Landowner/Developer/Agent

Other
Please specify

DEONO RO RO RO NS

Constraints
To answer the following question, please refer to section 5 of the draft Development Brief.

2. The document identifies the constraints for developing the site. How far do you agree or disagree with
these constraints?

disagree disagree

3. Do you have any comments to make about the constraints we have identified?




4.

Are there any other constraints you think we have missed? Aqenda |tem 10

Page 63

Opportunities
To answer the following question, please refer to section 6 of the draft Development Brief.

5. The document identifies the opportunities for developing the site. How far do you agree or disagree with
these opportunities?
(" stronglyagree ( Agree (" Neitheragree or (" pjsagree (" Strongly
disagree disagree
6. Do you have any comments to make about the opportunities we have identified?
7.  Are there any other opportunities you think we have missed?
Housing

To answer the following question, please refer to section 7 of the draft Development Brief.

8.

We recognise that this development is on the edge of the existing town and it will therefore impact on
the countryside as well as expanding the size of the town. We have proposed a range or actions to
reduce this impact as far as possible. This includes landscaping, incorporating green open space within
the development and attractive frontages to houses in keeping with the town. How far do you agree or
disagree with these actions?

C Strongly agree C Agree C Neither agree or C Disagree (" Strongly
disagree disagree

Do you have any comments to make about this?




10. The draft Development Brief seeks to provide a range of both house types and hm,_!\ i ﬁ(ﬂialuﬂjm 10
range of affordable housing. How far do you agree or disagree with this approach? Page 64
C Strongly agree C Agree (" Neither agree or ("~ Disagree (" Strongly
disagree disagree

11. Do you have any comments to make about the housing on the development?

Open space
To answer the following question, please refer to section 7 of the draft Development Brief.

12. The brief proposes to provide green open space within the development, including a Village Green with
play space as well as connections to open space outside of the site, including the Biggleswade Green
Wheel and Biggleswade Common. How far do you agree or disagree with these proposals?

C Strongly agree C Agree (" Neither agree or ("~ Disagree (" Strongly
disagree disagree

13. Do you have any suggestions or comments to make in relation to the proposed open space provision
and connections?

Accessing the site
To answer the following question, please refer to section 6 and 7 of the draft Development Brief.

14. The draft Development Brief proposes to link the site to existing surrounding pedestrian and cycle
networks. In addition to this it proposes that a pedestrian crossing will be provided on Potton Road.
How far do you agree or disagree with these proposals?

disagree disagree

15. We recognise that this development may increase the volume of traffic on the key routes through the

town centre. Do you have any comments or suggestions to make in relation to access and movement
to/from/within the site?




Planning Contributions Aegenda ltem 10
To answer the following question, please refer to section 7 of the draft Development Brief. Par%? 65
I

Planning obligations aim to mitigiate the impact of the development on the local area and enable a cou
to secure financial contributions to services, infrastructure and amenities in order to support a proposed
development. These are often referred to as Section 106 agreements. The draft Development Brief lists
where potential contributions could be made in Section 7.3.0.

16. How far do you agree or disagree with the areas identified for potential Section 106 contributions?

Neither
Strongly agree or Strongly
agree Agree disagree Disagree disagree
Affordable housing C C C C C
Education C C C C C
Sustainable transport measures C C C C C
Associated highways C C C C C
improvements in the local area
Leisure, recreational space and C C C C o
green infrastructure provision (e.g.
high quality green spaces and
other environmental features)
Waste management provision C C C C C
Emergency services provision C C C C C
Healthcare provision C C C C C
C o o C (

Community cohesion measures

17. Do you have any specific comments on the proposed areas for Section 106 contributions?

18. Do you have any other comments to make on the draft Development Brief?




About you Agenda Iltem 10

The last few questions are about you. The information you give us will help us to make sure that weltp%»1 66
getting the views of all members of the community. The answers will not be used to identify any indivi L%?

19. Your postcode:

20. Areyou?

" Male (" Female

21. What is your age?

(" Under 16 (" 20-29 (" 4559 (" 65-74
" 16-19 (" 30-44 (" 60-64 (" 75+
22. Do you consider yourself to be disabled? Under the Equality Act 2010 a person is considered to have a

disability if he/she has a physical or mental impairment which has a sustained and long-term adverse effect on
his/her ability to carry out normal day to day activities.

" Yes " No

23. To which of these groups do you consider you belong?

C Asian or Asian British C Chinese C White British

(" Black or Black British (" Mixed (" Other Ethnic group
Please specify:

Thank you for your views.

Please return your completed questionnaire by Wednesday 9th April 2014 to:
FREEPOST RSJS GBB2 SRZT (you do not need a stamp)
Potton Road development brief
Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House
Monks Walk, Chicksands
Shefford, SG17 5TQ

Data Protection Act 1998

Please note that your personal details supplied on this form will be held and/or computerised by Central Bedfordshire Council for the purpose of
creating planning guidance for the land off of Potton Road. The information collected may be disclosed to officers and members of the Council and
its partners involved in this consultation. Summarised information from the forms may be published, but no individual details will be disclosed under
these circumstances.

Your personal details will be safeguarded and will not be divulged to any other individual or organisation for any other purposes.

Information classification: Protected when complete
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FAIR ENOUGH: Verity 0’Shaughnessy of Fairtrade Foundation with Alistair Burt MP, centre.

MP p

THE Think As You Shop event
took place on Saturday to raise
awareness of fairtrade and
local products which are trace-
able and sustainable.

Edward Peake School held
competitions including banana
balancing.

Other stalls featured Good
Store Cupboard (Julian
Pennant) Fair Deal World (Jane

Parker), Rebecca Fugill (crafts/
jewellery), Honeyman (honey)
and Garden Friends (vegetable
boxes) and Neil’s Yard organic
cosmetics.

Verity 0’Shaughnessy of
Fairtrade Foundation gave
presentations about the “Make
bananas fair” campaign and
the commercial and ethical
benefits of supporting fair-

ays it fair at annual event

trade.

Guests included Alistair Burt
MP and Biggleswade Mayor
Hazel Ramsay.

The event was staged by FAB
(Fairtrade Association
Biggleswade) who are a group
of volunteers and have a dis-
play in the library for Fairtrade
Fortnight. You can find out
more at www.fabweb.org.uk

Consulation over
land for homes

BY MICHAEL HAVIS

michael.havis@theadvertisergroup.co.uk

THE future of a site near
Biggleswade set aside for at
least 330 homes is the subject
of an exhibition tomorrow.

Land located on the north-
west side of Potton Road, to
the north-east of Biggleswade
has been allocated for hous-
ing by Central Bedfordshire
Council (CBC).

From 2pm to 8pm, an exhi-
bition will be held at the
Biggleswade Town Council
offices in Saffron Road, ena-
bling residents to view and
have their say on emerging
plans for the site.

A public consultation over
the development brief, pro-
duced by Bellway Homes and
Bloor Homes in collaboration
with CBC, also kicks off
tomorrow and will continue
until April 9.

ClIr Nigel Young, Executive
Member for  Strategic

Planning and Economic
Development, said: “The site
has been allocated a mini-
mum of 330 dwellings and we
want to make sure a solid
development brief is in place.

“This brief can then be
adopted by the council as
technical guidance for that
site and so we want to make
sure that local residents can
have their say on the initial
proposals.

“We would encourage peo-
ple to go along to the exhibi-
tion and have their say during
the consultation.

“Itis important that we have
a good development brief in
place for when planning
applications come in to
ensure any applications fol-
low a quality design that
builds on the existing charac-
ter of Biggleswade.”

Cllr Young added: “The con-
sultation means that the local
community can comment on
the broad view of the devel-

opment now in order to have
more control over the plansin
the future.”

The land was set aside for
housing under policy HA1 of
the CBC Site Allocations
Development Plan Document
(North).

Copies of the plans, as well
as the consultation question-
naire, will be available from
tomorrow at www.centralbe-
dfordshire.gov.uk/consulta-
tions.

Alternatively, paper copies
can be viewed at Biggleswade
Library in Chestnut Avenue,
Biggleswade Town Council
offices in Saffron Road or the
CBC offices at Priory House,
Chicksands.

Last week at the King's
Reach development - also in
Potton Road - a new ‘town
square’ with space for retail-
ers and restaurants, as well as
a care home, residential units
and a community building,
won council approval.

Pick up safety advice with your spuds

The spring Four

safety

roadshow,

hot locally-produced

screws to your num-

Seasons market is
taking place in
Potton on Saturday
March 22.

Shoppers also have
the chance to pick up
some tips on how to
stay safe, as the
town’s community

where the fire ser-
vice, police, commu-

nity officers and
councillors will all be
on hand.

The stalls will offer
breads, cheese, wine,
fancy goods, plants,
garden produce and

and freshly-prepared
food.

The fire service will
advise on the supply
and fit of free smoke
detectors, while
police officers will
security etch your
bike or fit security

ber plate.

Talk to cold calling
officers and find out
how to prevent rogue
traders from conning
you out of money and
discover ow
Neighbourhood
Watch can help you.

Includes a 3
per person

£905
children
laged 12 and under)

course special
Mothers Day
lunch along with
entertainment from
our Jazz Duo.

Call to book now on 01462 683 A4/

Or email: eventsemercureletchworth.com

Mercure Letchworth Hall Hotel
MeHI:ELy "€ laichworth Lane, Leichworth Garden City, Hertfordshire SG6 3NP

We are registered with Care Quality Commission.
We offer a number of different services including:

—— ) "0 CE
! Medication assistance
P Meal Prep
Housework
Cleaning
—

Shopping
Escorting to appointments
Sit-in service
Night service
Companionship
_ 24 hour/live in
~q End of Life Care
We provide services to young adults and older people with learning difficulties
and physical disabilities. We also support individuals with dementia and who
are elderly frail and wish to remain independent in their own homes.
Delight is proud to say that they:
e Put the needs of the individual at the heart of everything they do.
Provide Customer choice
Matching and staff introduction before commencement of work
Employ highly trained staff for good quality care
Ensure flexibility with times and tasks
Put in place comprehensive, personalised support plans
Are there 24 hours a day if needed

Unit 12B, The Pixmore Centre, Letchworth, Hertfordshire, SG6 1JG.

Tel: 01462 708681. Mob: 07772943653
www.delightsupportedliving.co.uk
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LESSONS LEARNED: Debbie Hicks of Exam Readiness with a student.

New scheme offers exam help to hard up pupils

STUDENTS from low
income families stud-
ying sociology, politics
or social sciences can
now apply for revision
help as part of a new
scheme.

The tuition service,
Exam Readiness, is an
intensive revision
course service for
GCSE, A Level and

undergraduate stu-
dents in Bedfordshire.

It offers 50 per cent
of its places for free
on one or two day, or
two night, intensive
courses for students
across the county and
offers free 90 minute
exam workshops to
sixth forms, colleges
and universities.

Managing director
Debbie Hicks said:
“After 10 years in
mainstream teaching |
started working as a
private tutor in 2013
and was shocked at
the growing demand
for quality, private tui-
tion from students in
low income homes.

I decided | couldn’t

teach social and polit-
ical science subjects
without providing
some ethical form of
free provision to poor-
er students.”

The free courses are
available seven days a
week from now and
can be booked online
at www.alevel-
revision-courses.co.uk

New homes plan
put out to public

BY MICHAEL HAVIS

michael.havis@theadvertisergroup.co.uk

INITIAL plans for a housing
development of at least 330
homes on the outskirts of
Biggleswade have been out-
lined at an exhibition.

Central Bedfordshire
Council (CBC) is currently
consulting over a develop-
ment brief, created in consul-
tation with Biggleswade
Town Council, for land to the
north of Potton Road.

The site - opposite the
King’s Reach development —
consists mostly of arable
land, with a derelict nursery
on its eastern boundary.

At Thursday’s exhibition,
which was held in the town
council’s offices in Saffron
Road, the Advertiser spoke to
the project’s principal plan-
ning officer at CBC, Carry
Murphy.

She said: “The site has been
allocated for development

since 2011 and there is a
requirement to submit a
development brief prior to the
planning application.

“So we have been working
with Bellway and Bloor
Homes setting out what the
requirements, constraints
and opportunities are for
when the planning applica-
tion comes in.

“We find the consultation
really useful and will feed
comments back, making any
necessary changes, before it
goes to the overview and
scrutiny committee and then
the council’s executive.

“For the size of the site,
given an appropriate density,
we would be expecting a
planning application of 330
homes. This is to meet our
housing requirement for cen-
tral Bedfordshire.

“We had to allocate about
5,000 new homes which we
did across about 40 sites, but
it’'s a changing delivery that

we are required to make as
there’s another draft develop-
ment plan on the way.”

Among the constraints out-
lined in the brief which could
affect the site’s development
is the requirement for its
countryside context — as well
as the affect of any building
on views — to be taken into
account.

Numerous surveys and
studies are also required
prior to development under
the draft brief, including a
full ecology survey, a drain-
age strategy and a transport
assessment.

Opportunities identified at
the site include the chance to
deliver “much needed” hous-
ing - including affordable
housing - on top of space for a
central green and public art.

The plans and consultation
questionnaire are available
online at www.centralbed
fordshire.gov.uk/consulta
tions until April 9.

A town of Roman coins and cucumbers!

PETER Ibbett, of Potton History Society gave a
fascinating talk on ‘Sandy Records held by the
Potton History Society’ to the Sandy Historical

Research Group on recently.

Peter’s presentation included old photo-
graphs and maps of Sandy, including a series
of publications and writings going back 300
years which had mentioned the town.

In 1715, it was reported that Sandy (market)
gardeners often found Roman coins on their

land; 19th Century writers said that the sandy
soilin Sandy was ideal for growing carrots and
cucumbers and that “Sandy is developing into
atown” (1890s).

The well-attended meeting was held at Sandy
Fire Station. SHRG chairman Mick Reynolds
said the presentation had been “enthralling.”

The group’s next event is an exhibition, to be
held at Sandy Baptist Hall on Saturday April
26, 11am to 3.30pm. Entrance is £1

Professional
)< Spray Tanning

Sienna

PROTLSS/ONAL SPaAaY

* e Xude confidence

* e Xtra safe

* e X quisite ingredients

« e X tremely natural colour
* e X press perfect tan in

2013 PURE BEAUTY less than 15 minutes

AWARD WINNER

READER OFFER

river
cruise

Magical Moselle Cruise

3 May 2014 7 days NOW from £499 Save £160

Spend time meandering along the Moselle - the Rhine’s peaceful little sister, which twists
and turns like a silken ribbon through beautiful landscapes. Along the way we visit sleepy
towns filled with nostalgic charm and welcoming taverns including Cochem - the pearl of
the Moselle which lies in the shadow of its storybook castle, and Trier - Germany’s oldest
city and home to eight World Heritage Sites, before ending our cruise at the Rhineland
city of Koblenz. This is also one of Germany’s great wine regions, renowned for its lush
vineyards that coat the steep riverbanks, so there will be plenty of opportunity to sample
delicious Rieslings, with their notable flowery aromas that are as refreshing as the pace of
life here. It really is the perfect place to switch off and relax.

Price includes

« Executive return coach travel from a
departure point near you

* Return ferry crossing from Dover to Calais

* Welcome drink, Captain’s get together

and Party Night

* En-suite cabin accommodation aboard the
mps Lady Anne

¢ Full board during your cruise

* Entertainment every night of your cruise

* Visits to Andernach, Cochem, Bernkastel,
Trier, Traben Trarbach and Koblenz

Call our Holiday Advisors here in the UK WWW.rivercruiseline.co.uk

0844 544 4258 gy brochurese@rivercruiseline.co.uk

K
Operated by The River Cruise Line. Prices are per person & based on two people sharing. Single supplement applies. fgﬁg:!;e‘z
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Appendix D: Exhibition Boards



INTRODUCTION

A Development Brief has been prepared by
Bellway Homes and Bloor Homes, working
alongside Central Bedfordshire Council. It
has been produced to guide the potential
residential development of a parcel of land
which is located on the north-western side
of Potton Road (B1040), immediately to the
north-east of the town of Biggleswade. The
site is allocated for residential development to
provide a minimum of 330 dwellings.

This brief aims to ensure that a high
quality design is achieved throughout
the development, providing an attractive
environment that complements the existing
built form of Biggleswade and ensuring any
development reflects and responds to the
surrounding environment.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the development brief is to:

» Establish an urban design framework for
the site, based on site characteristics and
constraints;

* Provide design guidance for the prepa-
ration of detailed proposals for the site and
assist the consideration of future planning
applications;

» Provide an indication of the likely planning
obligations required to support development
on the site;

« Confirm the nature of the technical work
required to support any planning application
for the development of the site;

* Provide a mechanism through which
members of the public can have greater
involvement in the development of proposals
for the site; and

* Provide certainty for prospective devel-
opers and members of the public as to the
future development of the site.

It is intended that the draft development brief
will be endorsed by the Central Bedford-
shire Council as planning guidance and
will be a material consideration in guiding
and informing development management
decisions in respect of any future planning
applications for the site.

:l Biggleswade Common
[ sie
Eastern Relief Road
Footpaths

Bridleway
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LOCATION

The development site is located on the
north-western side of Potton Road (B1040),
immediately to the north-east of the town of
Biggleswade.

THE DEVELOPMENT SITE
The development site is essentially a
trapezoid shaped parcel, 11ha in size.

USE

Adjacent to the short eastern site boundary is
a derelict plant nursery, comprising a rectan-
gular group of greenhouses. It is otherwise a
greenfield site, with an arable use.

TOPOGRAPHY / LANDSCAPE FEATURES

The site is generally level. There are some
mature trees / hedgerows to the northern and
to the south-western section of the Potton
Road frontage. To the north-east of the group
of 3 dwellings, the site boundary is largely
open, other than some sporadic growth. The
western boundary is open.

ACCESS

There are 2 existing gated vehicular accesses
from Potton Road. To the north-east is the
entrance to the aforementioned derelict
nursery, with a further access located
towards the centre of the site immediately
to the north-east of the group of 3 frontage
detached properties abutting the site.

SITE APPRAISAL NOTATION

VIEWS TO LANDMARK OR OTHER
FEATURE

VIEWS FROM SITE

BALANCING POND

HEDGES

TREES OF HIGH QUALITY

TRANSPARENT BOUNDARY

PRIVATE GARDENS AREA FACING
SITE BOUNDARY

NEAREST BUS STOP

VEHICULAR ROUTE

COUNTRY SIDE TRACKS/ FOOTPATHS

EXISTING VISUAL CONNECTION

T
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A Development Brief has been prepared for
this site.

The development brief is currently out for
public consultation and will remain available
as follows.

Visit the website:
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations

View the document at the following locations:

« Biggleswade Library, Chestnut Avenue,
Biggleswade

» Biggleswade Town Council Offices,
The Old Court House, 4 Saffron Road,
Biggleswade

* Central Bedfordshire Council Offices,
Priory House, Chicksands

Paper copies of the document are available
on request:

Contact the Local Planning and Housing
Team on Tel. 0300 300 4353.

A questionnaire will be available to allow
members of the public, groups and organisa-
tions to comment on the draft development
brief.

All comments and completed questionnaires
should be received by 5pm Wednesday
9th April 2014. Written comments may be
emailed to Idf@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or
posted to the following freepost address:

FREEPOST RSJS GBB2 SRZT

(you do not need a stamp)

Potton Road development brief

Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House
Monks Walk, Chicksands

Shefford, SG17 5TQ

Following this consultation period, the draft
development brief will be updated, taking
account of any relevant suggestions or
comments received. The revised devel-
opment brief will then be considered by the
Executive Committee of Central Bedford-
shire Council for endorsement as technical
guidance to inform any future planning appli- INDICATIVE VIEWS
cations for the site. Further consultation will
be required in advance of the submission of
any planning applications on more detailed
proposals for the site as they evolve.
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Appendix E: Central Bedfordshire Council
communications

1: Consultations page

2. Planning page (Have your say)

3. Online survey front page

4. Consultation letter sent out

5. Reminder email sent to those signed up for alerts

6. Tweet on Twitter page

7. Post on Facebook



Consultations | Central Bedfordshire Council

A-Z of services:

JO >

Consultations

] Have your say
0 u TUhe « watch our video about the
proposed closure of
Dunstable Middle Schools &
* sign up for email alerts t? to
keep informed of all our
consultations

* view our consultations
database

Parental Choice of
Academies and Schools

Watch our video on YouTube

Consultations - find out about
» Consultations - stay informed

Consultations database
F % | Current consultations
¥ * our latest consultations are listed below
hUpdales » find key dates and have your say

- RS

« register [ to hear about consultations by
email

» Residents Telephone Survey
Children's Services Feedback form
Draft Public Protection Service Plan 14-15

Dog Control Orders Consultation with Town
and Parish Councils

Houghton Regis Expansion - land west of
Bidwell

Special Educational Needs and Disability
Mainstream survey

Potton Road Consultation and Exhibition

Central Bedfordshire council is working with Bellway and Bloor
homes on a draft development brief for land off of Potton Road,
Biggleswade. You can have your say in the public

consultation 13 March - 9 April 2014 and also view the draft plan
at Biggleswade Library - Chestnut Avenue and Central
Bedfordshire Council offices, Chicksands.

The public exhibition was held on Thursday, 13 March 2014 at
Biggleswade Town Hall with 85 attendees. We received some
great feedback from this exhibition. If you were unable to attend
you can view the exhibition boards “= online (PDF 2.1MB).

If you received a letter notifying you of the exhibition and
consultation, you may have noticed that the freepost return
address states Gypsy and Traveller plan consultation. If you

respond to this address, your response will still reach the same
team and will be accounted for.

Special Educational Needs and Disability
survey
» Discretionary Housing Payments
» Sheltered Housing Standard

» Superfast Broadband Survey

Page 1 of 1
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A-Z of services:

JO >

Consultations

Y

Taking part in
consultations

¢ find out how to comment on
a consultation

» check what we are currently
consulting about

« read about recent
consultations which are now
closed

How you can take part
» How to make comments
» What can you comment on?
Information about submitting comments

[ v Current consultations
« Our latest consultations are listed below
+ Find out key dates for our consultations
* Have your say today

Potton Rd, Biggleswade Development Plan
Consultation 13 March - 9 April 2014

The “= draft Development Brief (PDF 5.7MB) is being published
for comment starting on Thursday 13th March 2014 for four
weeks until Wednesday 9th April 2014. The easiest way to
have your say is to complete the online questionnaire.

This site has been allocated for residential development under
policy HA1 of the Site Allocations Development Plan Document
(North) which was adopted by the Council in 2011. The
development site is located on the north-western site of Potton
Road (B1040), immediately to the north-east of Biggleswade.

Policy HA1 requires a minimum of 330 dwellings to be provided
on the site and there is also a need to produce a development
brief. A development brief is a document which is produced for a
site with the intention of being adopted as technical guidance for
any future development of that site. Once finalised, the
development brief will guide and inform management decisions
in respect of any future planning applications for the site.

The development brief is to provide design guidance on the aims
for the development and indicate likely planning obligations
required. It also identifies the particular constraints and
opportunities of the site, and confirms the range of technical
work which any subsequent planning application must address
to support any planning application for the development site.

The production of the brief provides an opportunity for members
of the public to have greater involvement in the development of
the site, and provides certainty for both members of the public
and prospective developers as to the future development of the
site.

This development brief is being produced by developers Bellway
Homes and Bloor Homes working alongside the Council.

How to have your say

You are invited to view plans and have your say on the emerging
development proposals for the land off Potton Road in
Biggleswade. The easiest way to have your say is to complete
the online questionnaire. If you would rather complete a paper
copy of the questionnaire they will be available, along

with copies of the draft document, by:

1) Visiting the Public Exhibition:

A public exhibition is taking place on Thursday 13th March
2014 (between 2pm-8pm) at Biggleswade Town Hall, The
Old Court House, 4 Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

Agenda Iltem 10
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2) Viewing the document and picking up a paper

questionnaire at the following locations:

« Biggleswade Library, Chestnut Avenue, Biggleswade

« Biggleswade Town Council Offices, The Old Court House, 4
Saffron Road, Biggleswade

 Central Bedfordshire Council Offices, Priory House,
Chicksands

3) Requesting paper copies of the document and questionnaire
by contacting the Local Planning and Housing Team on Tel.
0300 300 4353.

All comments and completed questionnaires should be received
by Wednesday 9th April 2014, please post to the following
freepost address or email to Idf@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

FREEPOST RSJS GBB2 SRZT (you do not need a stamp),
Potton Rd Biggleswade Consultation, Central Bedfordshire
Council, Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford,
SG17 5TQ

What happens next

Following this consultation period, the draft Development Brief
will be updated, taking account of any relevant suggestions or
comments received. The revised Development Brief will then be
considered by the Executive Committee of Central Bedfordshire
Council for endorsement as technical guidance.

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/consultation-and-n... 08/04/2014



Page 1 of 1

Online
Agenda Item 10
Page 83
text only

/ Development brief for
:f liaﬁ';ur | Land off Potton Road, Bedfordshire
| . Biggleswade |

The draft Potton Road Development Brief will become planning guidance for residential development on the site in the future.
The site has been allocated for a minimum of 330 dwellings. We would like to hear your views on the draft Development Brief.

Please review the draft Development Brief and provide your feedback by completing this questionnaire by Wednesday 9th April
2014.

1. Are you responding as a:
[ Resident of Biggleswade
[ Resident of Central Bedfordshire
M Local Business
1 Community/Voluntary Organisation
[ Town/Parish Council
[ Landowner/Developer/Agent
[ Other

T

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/surveys/pottonroad/development.htm 08/04/2014



Central

Bedfordshire

Your ref:
Our ref: LP/CM/POTTONRD
Date: 7 March 2014

Dear Sir or Madam
Consultation on Development Brief for Land off Potton Road in Biggleswade.

The draft Development Brief is being published for comment starting on Thursday 13th
March 2014 for four weeks until Wednesday 9th April 2014.

This site has been allocated for residential development under policy HA1 of the Site
Allocations Development Plan Document (North) which was adopted by the Council in
2011. The development site is located on the north-western site of Potton Road
(B1040), immediately to the north-east of Biggleswade.

Policy HA1 requires a minimum of 330 dwellings to be provided on the site and there is
also a need to produce a development brief. A development brief is a document which
is produced for a site with the intention of being adopted as technical guidance for any
future development of that site. Once finalised, the development brief will guide and
inform management decisions in respect of any future planning applications for the site.

The development brief is to provide design guidance on the aims for the development
and indicate likely planning obligations required. It also identifies the particular
constraints and opportunities of the site, and confirms the range of technical work which
any subsequent planning application must address to support any planning application
for the development site.

The production of the brief provides an opportunity for members of the public to have
greater involvement in the development of the site, and provides certainty for both
members of the public and prospective developers as to the future development of the
site.

Central Bedfordshire Council

Priory House, Monks Walk Telephone 0300 300 8000

Chicksands, Shefford Email customer.services@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Bedfordshire SG17 5TQ www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk



Agenda Item 10

Page 85
This development brief is being produced by developers Bellway Homes and Bloor
Homes working alongside the Council.
You are invited to view plans and have your say on the emerging development
proposals for the land off Potton Road in Biggleswade. There are a number of ways in
which to view and comment on the draft document:
1) Visit the Public Exhibition:
. A public exhibition is taking place on Thursday 13th March 2014 (between
2pm-8pm) at Biggleswade Town Hall, The Old Court House, 4 Saffron Road,
Biggleswade.
2) Visit the website:
e www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
3) View the document at the following locations:
e Biggleswade Library, Chestnut Avenue, Biggleswade
e Biggleswade Town Council Offices, The Old Court House, 4 Saffron Road,
Biggleswade
e Central Bedfordshire Council Offices, Priory House, Chicksands
4) Paper copies of the document are available on request by contacting the Local
Planning and Housing Team on Tel. 0300 300 4353.
All written comments should be submitted by Wednesday 9th April 2014, and posted to
the following freepost address or emailed to Idf@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
FREEPOST RSJS GBB2 SRZT (you do not need a stamp), Gypsy and Traveller Plan
Consultation, Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands,
Shefford, SG17 5TQ
Following this consultation period, the draft Development Brief will be updated, taking
account of any relevant suggestions or comments received. The revised Development
Brief will then be considered by the Executive Committee of Central Bedfordshire
Council for endorsement as technical guidance.
Yours sincerely
WY
Richard Fox,
Head of Development Planning and Housing Strategy
Central Bedfordshire Council
Priory House, Monks Walk Telephone 0300 300 8000
Chicksands, Shefford Email customer.services@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Bedfordshire SG17 5TQ www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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Ashleigh Hall

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.
£ sHARE

Potton Road
% Development

3““*5 Brief - Have
Your Say

. Consultation on the draft
development brief for
the land off of Potton Road,
Biggleswade.

. Consultation is open until 9
April 2014.

. Find out more and have your
say on the draft development

brief.
l 'Q-. .

fm——""ul.
gEUpdates g

Potton Road Development Brief Consultation

Central Bedfordshire council is working with Bellway and Bloor homes
on a draft development brief for land off of Potton Road,
Biggleswade. You are invited toview the plans and have your say

1
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on the emerging development proposals.

You can see the plans and consultation questionnaire online, or paper
copies can be viewed at:

« Biggleswade Library, Chestnut Avenue, Biggleswade
« Biggleswade Town Council Offices, The Old Court House, 4

Saffron Road,Biggleswade
« Central Bedfordshire Council Offices, Priory House, Chicksands

Residents can also request a paper copy by contacting the Local
Planning and Housing Team on LDF@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or
calling 0300 300 4353. The consultation will be open until 9 April

2014.

Questions for Central Bedfordshire Council? Contact us

Stay connected:
Yy & ficer B

Subscriber services:
Manage Preferences | Unsubscribe | Delete Profile | Help

| Unsubscribe All

This email was sent to carry.murphy@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk using GovDelivery, on behalf of: I s ﬁ
Central Bedfordshire Council - Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire, mm

SG17 5TQ - 0300 300 8301

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
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Appendix F: Potton Road Poster



Central Bedfordshire Council
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

HAVE YOUR SAY... _
...on the proposed Potton
Road development

You are invited to view emerging plans for a development situated
north-west of Potton Road, Biggleswade. This allocated site will
provide a minimum of 330 residential dwellings.

/N

To view the draft Development Brief and ask any questions, come
along to the public exhibition on Thursday 13" March at
Biggleswade Town Council Offices, The Old Court House,

4 Saffron Road between 2-8pm

You can comment on the plans from 13 March to 9 April. Find out
more at: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations

Alternatively, you can view copies of the document at Biggleswade
library, Biggleswade Town Council Offices or CBC
Priory House office, Chicksands

For further information and requests contact CBC Local
Planning & Housing Team

Tel: 03003004353 @: Idf@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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Meeting: Sustainable Communities Overview & Scrutiny Committee
Date: 08 May 2014
Subject: Provisional Work Programme & Executive Forward Plan
Report of: Richard Carr, Chief Executive
Summary: The report provides Members with details of the currently drafted Committee

work programme and the latest Executive Forward Plan.

Contact Officer: Jonathon Partridge, Corporate Policy and Scrutiny Manager
Public/Exempt: Public

Wards Affected: All

Function of: Council

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS

The work programme of the Sustainable Communities Overview & Scrutiny Committee will
contribute indirectly to all 5 Council priorities. Whilst there are no direct implications arising
from this report the implications of proposals will be detailed in full in each report submitted
to the Committee.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

1. that the sustainable Communities Overview & Scrutiny Committee

(a) considers and approves the work programme attached, subject to any
further amendments it may wish to make;

(b) considers the relevant items of the Executive Forward Plan; and

(c) considers whether it wishes to add any further items to the work
programme and/or establish any Task Forces to assist it in reviewing
specific items.

Overview and Scrutiny Work Programme
1. Appended is the currently drafted work programme for the Committee.

2. The Committee is now requested to consider the work programme attached and
amend or add to it as necessary.

Overview and Scrutiny Task Forces

3. In addition to consideration of the work programme, Members may also wish to
consider how each item will be reviewed i.e. by the Committee itself (over one or a
number of Committee meetings) or by establishing a Member Task Force to review
an item in greater depth and report back its findings.
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Executive Forward Plan

4. Listed below are those items relating specifically to this Committee’s terms of
reference contained in the latest version of the Executive’s Forward Plan to ensure
Members are fully aware of the key issues Executive Members will be taking
decisions upon in the coming months. The full Executive Forward plan can be
viewed on the Council’'s website at the link at the end of this report.

Ref Issue Indicative Exec
Meeting date
Central Bedfordshire Development Strategy 27 May 2014
2. The Plan-Making Programme (Formally the Local Development | 27 May 2014
Scheme)
Planning Guidance for Solar Farms 27 May 2014
Local Development Order for the Woodside Estate and 27 May 2014
surrounding area in Dunstable
* | Wixam Park Masterplan 27 May 2014
Development Brief for Site Allocations Policy HA1, Potton Rd, | 27 May 2014
Biggleswade
* | Delivery of superfast broadband in Central Bedfordshire 27 May 2014
Community Infrastructure Levy 15 July 2014
Draft Planning Obligations Strategy 15 July 2014

Those marked (*) are not presently on the Committee work programme
Conclusion

5. Members are requested to consider and agree the attached work programme,
subject to any further amendments/additions they may wish to make and highlight
those items within it where they may wish to establish a Task Force to assist the
Committee in its work. This will allow officers to plan accordingly but will not
preclude further items being added during the course of the year if Members so wish
and capacity exists.

Appendix — Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Work Programme
Background reports:

The Executive Forward Plan (can be viewed at any time on the Council’s website) at the
following link:-
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/modgov/mgListPlans.aspx?RPId=577&RD=0




Ref

Appendix A

Work Programme for Sustainable Communities Overview &
Scrutiny Committee 2014 - 2015

Indicative OSC meeting
date

12 May 2014 (Special)

Item title

Draft Development Strategy

Description

To consider the draft Development Strategy,
which sets out the broad approach to new
development across Central Bedfordshire to
2031, including new housing and employment
targets and new large-scale development sites.

Executive: 27 May 2014

2. 12 May 2014 (Special) Plan-Making Programme To consider the plan-making programme for the
local development framework.
Executive: 27 May 2014
3. 19 June 2014 South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership | Item included at the request of Members of the
(SEMLEP) Committee
19 June 2014 Revised Planning Obligations Strategy
19 June 2014 Community Infrastructure Levy Executive: 15 July 2014
24 July 2014 Q4 budget report To receive a presentation on the relevant Q4
revenue and capital budgets
7. 24 July 2014 Q4 performance report To receive the relevant Q4 performance S
information c%
8. 04 September 2014 Climate Change Strategy To receive a progress report on the >
implementation of the Strategy 8—
9. 04 September 2014 North Luton Framework Plan o=
Q)
«Q
o3
. : o
NOT PROTECTED Last Update: 24 April 2014 o=



10.

16 October 2014 (TBC)

Housing SPD

To consider the outcomes of consultation in
regard to the draft SPD prior to its consideration
by Executive

Executive: TBC

11.

16 October 2014 (TBC)

Quarter 1 budget report

To receive a presentation on the relevant Q1
revenue and capital budgets

12.

16 October 2014 (TBC)

Quarter 1 performance report

To receive the relevant Q1 performance
information

13.

11 December 2014 (TBC)

Quarter 2 budget report

To receive a presentation on the relevant Q2
revenue and capital budgets

14.

11 December 2014 (TBC)

Quarter 2 performance report

To receive the relevant Q2 performance
information

15.

22 January 2015 (TBC)

Draft Capital Programme — 2015/16 to 2018/19

To consider the draft budget for the Directorate.
Executive: TBC

16.

22 January 2015 (TBC)

Draft Revenue Budget and Medium Term
Financial Plan 2015/16 — 2018/19

To consider the draft budget and Medium Term
Financial Plan

Executive: TBC

17.

22 January 2015 (TBC)

Draft Fees and Charges

To consider the draft revised fees and charges
schedules

Executive: TBC

18.

19 February 2015 (TBC)

Community Safety Plan and Priorities (2014/15)

To consider the Community Safety Partnership’s
plan and priorities for 2014/15 and to provide
recommendations prior to consideration by
Executive. The PCC and other statutory partners
to be invited.

Executive: TBC

Ov

19.

02 April 2015 (TBC)

Quarter 3 budget report

To receive a presentation on the relevant Q3
revenue and capital budgets

NOT PROTECTED

Last Update: 24 April 2014
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20.

02 April 2015 (TBC)

Quarter 3 performance report

To receive the relevant Q3 performance
information

21.

11 June 2015 (TBC)

NOT PROTECTED

Last Update: 24 April 2014

Ov
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